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The Agency of Youth in North Africa: New forms 
of Citizenship

Scholars and observers agree that while the institutional gains brought about by the Arab Spring 
are limited, and state-society relations entered a new phase of repression, the events of 2011 did 
bring about a fundamen tal change in the relations between the youth and the state in North Africa. 
In search for agency citizens are no longer afraid of the state, both at the discursive and physical 
level: both in terms of what they dare to say in public, as well as in terms of occupying public space 
for sit-ins and protests.
In addition, the underlying grievances that fuelled the 2011 protests are still in place: corruption, 
unemployment, and popular dissatisfaction with public services. All of these can be subsumed 
under the term hogra, a colloquial Arabic term for deprivation of dignity because of official abuses, 
nepotism, and marginalization.
 
This point is vividly illustrated by the protests both in social media and on the streets of against the 
establishment and that brought down the regimes of Ben Ali in Tunisia in 2010, and of Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika in March 2019 in Algeria. In Morocco, the street protests were peaceful, and the state 
made some reforms like amending the Constitution in July 2011.    Similarly, the 2017 protests in the 
historically neglected and marginalized northern Rif region were the largest since the February 20 
movement protests in 2011. A new generation of young activists has entered the political scene in 
North Africa to demand democratic change. 

The lecture of series "10 years so-called Arab Spring - a 
critical perspective" is organised by the group Critical 
Students of Arabic and Islamic Studies (Kritische Islam-
wissenschaftler*innen und Arabist*innen, in short KIARA). 
More informations at www.kiaradiekritischen.wordpress. 
com and on Facebook, Twitter, and  Instagram. 
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